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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the||daims in the 
application: 



Lodulates viral 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method of screening for a compound that 

assembly and maturation comprising the steps oft 

maintaining wol struoturol protein in a solubl e form - an MV-l can j P^teig jiu k 

solution; 

T ^dlv increasing salt concentrati on in ^aid solution in the Pn?seyicd|>f a candidate 



qoTny^und nr ft control compound, wherein said HIV-l capsid PTOtejn i s. 



pable of self- 



,4. 



ftgsembling unnn said salt c n ticentfation increase in the presence of sa^<? wji^VconipOund 
hut not said candidate compound: and triflcorinli ogoombly of said viral ctn inn | |h1 p rn t mn; 

oontacting said viral otnicturol protoi i i witli a candidato compouik or a memoir 
compound that doea not inhibit viral ooo esab^f^y-^flA .jl 

monitoring v«ri. assembly of said HIV-1 capsid nrotgin in the ri^senc^ m<^ 
candi date compound, wherein an increase or decxease of viaraJ-assembly ofsa f WTV-^ <?apsid 
protein in the presence of said candidate compound compared to saM. cc^krol compound 
indicates said candidate compound promotes or inhibits viK*HI\M assembljjaespectively. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said viral t j lmoturo] HIYJ, 
capsid protein is maintained in a soluble form throu^ the use of an anti-aggrjfeation agent. 

5. (canceled) '! 

6. (canceled) * M 

7 (previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said anti-a||feregation agent 

isGuHCl. ;{ 

8. (ori^nal) Tbe method of claim 7, wherein said QuHCl is in a jioncetitration of 

from about 1 M to about 6 M. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (canceled) 

1 1. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 claim 3, wh( 
compound is selected from the group consisting of protein, pqptide derivedl 



said candidate 
from the HIV-l 



II' 



W3J0SO.2 ^ t! 
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Cfag polypiotdn and a noivpeptide stnall molecule. 

12. (outently an^ended) '"'e method of claim I, wherein said mo JLg of vi«t 
fiO^^l^SESi^mt^ a^bly is by a method selected liom the ^up^ 
measuring turbidity, measuring £,uo«sceace and physical separation of the po 
protem. 

13-18. (canceled) 

19. (new) A method of screening for agents capable of inhibiting HI^ assembly or 
maturation, said method comprising: Hir. assembly or 

mv^JT' ' ""'"""^ " ' '""^'"^ - 

^ polype^ in. ,^,^,^^^„^^-:^ 
solnhoii in Die <it»aice of said moleenle of interesi; ma 

^ moMttring «.e«bly of s«<l polypopude fa U- presmc of said motecul. of 

«l«rdn , d«»so in fto .«»,My of «id p„.,pcp«de in fto prc«„o. of «Ud ool^nio of 
^ a. co^ «,WiJ «,e absanca of .aid „o.e»U. fadicatea ^ aaid ^,ec„,. J 
capable Of inhibiting HIV assembly or maturation. 

20. (new) Tie method of claim 19. wherein said salt soh.tion comprises, t least 1 M 

t 

21. (new) The method of claim 20. wherein said polypeptide consists e3 ^.tially of 
the HIV capsid protein. 

22. (new) Tl.e method of claim 20.^ wherein said poljp^tide is mainl dned in a 
solution comprising fiom about I M to about 6 M OuHCl before said diluting. 

23. (new) A method of screening for agents capable of inhibiting HIV a« sembly or 
niaturation, said method comprising: 

providing a polypeptide in a soluble form, said polypeptide com nising an 

HIV capsid protein; 

T3pidly mixing said polypeptide with a salt solution in the pres^tnce of a 
molecule of interest, wher^n said mixing is capable of triggering asscmbh of said 
polypeptide in the absence of said molecule of interest; and 

momtoring assembly of said polypeptide in the presence of said molecule of 

interest. 
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v«4ierein a decrease in the assembly of said diluted polypeptide in the pr ! ;ence of said 
molecule of interest as compared to that in the absence of said molecule ind ^es that said 
molecule is capable of inhibiting HIV ass^bly or maturation. j 

24. (new) The method of claim 23, wherein the salt solution compria P at least 1 M 
NaCl, and said polypeptide is maintained in a solution comprising from about i- M to about 6 
M GuHCl before said mixing. .1 
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